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Growing the Grove experience
Behind the scenes of Ole Miss Landscape Services’ early mornings
McDaniel town hall attracts local supporters
Ole Miss enrollment drops for second year
Enrollment at the 
University of Mississippi 
has now dropped for two 
consecutive years across 
the university’s regional 
campuses and medical center.
There were 23,780 
students enrolled at the 
university during fall 2017 
compared to 23,258 in fall 
2018 — a decrease of 2.2 
percent or 522 students. Last 
year’s decline of 1.9 percent 
was the first in over 20 years, 
making this two years in a 
row that overall enrollment 
has declined.
Freshman enrollment 
dropped from 3,697 last 
year to 3,455 this year — 
a 6.5 percent decrease. 
Although the number of 
students has decreased, the 
university touted academic 
improvements in a press 
release that reported an 
increase of the average 
freshman ACT score from 
24.1 to 25.1 over the last five 
years. Freshman average GPA 
has increased from 3.46 to 
3.57 in that time, as well.
Ole Miss’ decrease in 
student population reflects 
a decline in total enrollment 
across Mississippi’s public 
universities, according to a 
press release from Mississippi 
Public Universities. 
Enrollment across public 
universities in the state 
decreased by 1 percent 
between fall 2017 and fall 
2018 — down to 80,592 from 
81,378.
The University of 
Mississippi still maintains 
the largest enrollment of any 
university in the state.
Despite the recent 
decrease, Jim Zook, the 
It’s 5 a.m. on the Friday 
before the first home game of 
the year in Oxford.
Long before the 10-acre 
patch of tailgating Valhalla is 
engulfed in a sea of reds and 
blues, of trampling feet and 
candelabras, of fans and foes all 
the same, the Grove is quiet.
Half a mile away, however, 
tucked behind Vaught-
Hemingway Stadium, the men 
and women of the Ole Miss 
landscaping crew prepare. Crew 
members load trucks and rev 
engines as they dart about the 
landscaping home base with 
methodical zeal.
They toss around pleasantries 
like paper balls into a trash-bin 
basketball hoop.
 “Hey Nathan,” “Mornin’ 
Bubba!” “It’s gonna be a good 
day, I feel it.”
The sun is hours from 
rising, but joviality knows no 
clock around the landscaping 
department.
State Sen. Chris McDaniel 
hosted a town hall at the 
Oxford Conference Center 
on Thursday night, where 
around 50 voters asked 
McDaniel questions regarding 
Confederate monuments, a lack 
of conservative professors at Ole 
Miss and McDaniel’s thoughts on 
immigration.
McDaniel is running in the 
special election for U.S. Senate 
against incumbent U.S. Sen. Cindy 
Hyde-Smith and former U.S. 
Secretary of Agriculture Mike Espy.
McDaniel is a three-term state 
senator from Jones County and 
an alumnus of the University of 
Mississippi School of Law. He 
unsuccessfully ran for U.S. Senate 
against former U.S. Sen. Thad 
Cochran in 2014.
Sophomore public policy 
leadership major Channing Curtis 
asked McDaniel how he felt 
about President Donald Trump 
endorsing Hyde-Smith instead of 
him, and McDaniel said Trump 
gave the endorsement because 
Washington leadership forced 
him to do so.
“How else can you explain 
Donald Trump endorsing Mitt 
Romney?” McDaniel asked. “Mitt 
Romney was as hateful to Trump 
as a human can be. John McCain 
wasn’t very nice to Trump, and 
Trump endorsed him. Paul Ryan 
wasn’t nice to Trump, and Trump 
endorsed him.”
An Oxford resident asked 
McDaniel if he could talk to 
Ole Miss about getting some 
“conservative professors,” and the 
crowd applauded the question.
“I am tired of watching these 
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depicts the creative 
process through 
abstract paintings and 
mixed media works. 
She graduated from 
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The Ole Miss landscaping department prepares for game day in the Grove by 
dispersing 2,353 trash cans.
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Like many of you, especially 
those who grew up in the 
“Bible Belt,” I was born in 
the pew — a conservative, 
evangelical pew. Since I can 
remember, every Sunday 
was spent in worship service, 
Sunday school and evening 
worship service. Then, we’d 
go to church for Bible study 
on Wednesday, too, for good 
measure. And like many 
of you, I am currently a 
churchless millennial.
In 2012, 32 percent of 18- 
to 29-year-olds in the U.S. 
were religiously unaffiliated, 
while only 21 percent of 30- 
to 49-year-olds, 15 percent 
of 50- to 64-year-olds and 9 
percent of those 65 years old 
or older were. From 2007 
to 2012, the U.S. Christian 
population declined by 5 
percent while the religiously 
unaffiliated population grew 
by 4.3 percent. Because of 
this, many churches have 
tried to attract millennials 
and Gen Zers back into their 
pews. At the same time, 
movements like #Exvangelical 
and #EmptyThePews have 
arisen to encourage young 
people to leave the church.
When I think about the 
church, I think about the 
important impact my youth 
group had on my life. I had 
a super-tight-knit group of 
friends who were on fire 
about our faith. Unlike my 
high school friendships, the 
bonds made in youth group 
were so much more intimate 
and open. We shared our 
hurts and our pain, and we 
knew each other’s stories. 
I mean, we actually knew 
each other. And the faith 
we shared wasn’t a Sunday 
morning social club’s “code 
of conduct to not go to hell.” 
It was real passionate faith 
focused on the radical love 
demonstrated by the gospel 
of Christ. Then I entered 
college ministry, which 
built on this even more as I 
developed new deep, personal 
bonds with fellow seekers and 
attempted to walk together 
with them to figure out 
what this Christianity thing 
even is. And after all that 
hard work, congrats! I was 
welcomed to “adult church.”
Instead of building deep 
relationships, adult church 
is a place to wake up early, 
put on your polo shirt and 
khakis, worship and listen 
to someone preach and then 
engage in a few minutes of 
small talk about how the team 
looks this season and your 
lunch plans. Then it’s “see 
you next Sunday,” rinse and 
repeat. After a few years of 
“church shopping” in Oxford, 
my friends and I now share 
our stories and the sacrament 
of Holy Communion at our 
home every Sunday, creating 
an open space where all are 
welcome and known.
You see, our generation 
doesn’t care about listening to 
a rocking Hillsong cover band 
with a light show and a pastor 
in skinny jeans and Vans 
who Justin Bieber followed 
back on Instagram. Those 
things are great, but what we 
really want is real, genuine 
community. We live in a 
lonely society where, outside 
of romantic relationships, 
there are almost no spaces to 
share our stories or spaces 
in which we can be known 
and get to know others. This 
is what church leadership 
doesn’t seem to understand. 
We don’t want to share your 
packed-out auditorium; we 
want to sit on your couch and 
share your table. We don’t 
want to listen to your band; 
we want to listen to your 
story and have a safe space to 
share our own. We all need 
authentic sources of spiritual 
community, and if we can’t 
get them at the church, we’ll 
look elsewhere.
Jacob Gambrell is a 
senior international 
studies major from 
Chattanooga, Tennessee.





children,” McDaniel said. “They 
claim there’s nothing we can do 
about it. Sure we can. It’s called 
hire conservative professors. 
And they’re out there. They exist. 
They’re not like a unicorn, and 
they aren’t this mythical creature.”
McDaniel said he thinks the 
university should fly the state flag 
and said, “We don’t take things 
down because they’re offensive — 
we discuss them.”
“Sixty-five percent of your 
state voted to keep that flag,” 
McDaniel said. “It stays, and 
if you’re a state institution and 
you’re utilizing state money, you 
should be flying it.”
McDaniel sat down for 
an interview with The Daily 
Mississippian before the town 
hall. During the interview, he said 
that anyone, including college 
students, is invited to take part in 
his vision for Mississippi, which 
is allowing the state’s people to 
govern themselves.
“If you feel like you should be 
in control of your own destiny, 
that’s what I’m offering you,” 
McDaniel said. “If you feel like the 
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university’s associate vice 
chancellor for strategic 
communications and marketing, 
said that since 2010, the number 
of college and university 
students enrolled nationally 
decreased by 5.2 percent, 
according to the National 
Center for Education Statistics. 
Enrollment at the University 
of Mississippi grew 27 percent 
during the same period.
“We have the fourth-highest 
enrollment in the history of the 
university, and the university 
continues to significantly exceed 
national trends,” Zook said.
Of students enrolled at Ole 
Miss this year, 58.3 percent are 
Mississippi residents. The other 
41.7 percent of students come 
from all 50 states, Washington 
and 90 foreign countries, 
according to the release.
Across the Oxford and 
regional campuses, minority 
enrollment is at 4,821, which 
amounts to 23.6 percent of 
the total student body — a 0.8 
percent decrease from last year’s 
4,859 minority students.
There are 2,559 African 
American students enrolled this 
year, making up 12.5 percent 
of the student body — a 4.1 
percent decrease from the 2,669 
African American students 
enrolled last year. According to 
the university’s press release, 
the number of African American 
transfer students increased by 
6.3 percent this year.
This year’s first-time students 
include 84 class valedictorians, 
48 salutatorians, 96 student 
body presidents, 100 Eagle 
Scouts and nine Girl Scouts 
who achieved the Gold Award, 
the organization’s highest 
youth honor, according to the 
university’s press release.
The 2018 freshman class 
includes seven recipients 
of the Stamps Scholarship, 
one of the largest and most 
prestigious scholarships 
in the state. Funded by the 
Stamps Family Charitable 
Foundation, the 13th class of 
Stamps Scholars includes 230 
students nationwide that are 
selected from almost 300,000 
applicants.
“We are seeing the benefits 
of a number of investments 
and strategic choices made 
in recent years to assure a 
stellar academic and campus 
life experience for students,” 
Chancellor Jeffrey S. Vitter said 
in the university’s press release. 
“Students at the University 
of Mississippi study in high-
quality academic programs, 
bolstered by an academic 
support system that enables 
them to stay on track, graduate 
and compete effectively in 
today’s global job market.”
ENROLLMENT
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children,” McDaniel said. “They 
claim there’s nothing we can do 
about it. Sure we can. It’s called 
hire conservative professors. 
And they’re out there. They exist. 
They’re not like a unicorn, and 
they aren’t this mythical creature.”
McDaniel said he thinks the 
university should fly the state flag 
and said, “We don’t take things 
down because they’re offensive — 
we discuss them.”
“Sixty-five percent of your 
state voted to keep that flag,” 
McDaniel said. “It stays, and 
if you’re a state institution and 
you’re utilizing state money, you 
should be flying it.”
McDaniel sat down for 
an interview with The Daily 
Mississippian before the town 
hall. During the interview, he said 
that anyone, including college 
students, is invited to take part in 
his vision for Mississippi, which 
is allowing the state’s people to 
govern themselves.
“If you feel like you should be 
in control of your own destiny, 
that’s what I’m offering you,” 
McDaniel said. “If you feel like the 
government is micromanaging 
you to a large extent, I’m offering 
new freedom from that, financially 
and otherwise. My position in life 
is … that you’re able to self govern. 
And I believe strongly in the 
concept of self government and 
the Jeffersonian model.”
Another Oxford resident asked 
McDaniel if he still planned 
to introduce legislation about 
imposing term limits on members 
of Congress. McDaniel said that 
this was still part of his plan, 
because he’s tired of seeing 
the same people going back to 
Washington each year.
“There’s too much lobbyist 
power corrupting the system 
— too much dirty money and 
cronyism — that’s been allowed 
to keep the system disconnected 
from the people,” McDaniel said. 
“I would love to see new blood and 
new energy up there — people that 
actually understand what it’s like 
to live day-to-day.”
The special election will take 
place on Nov. 6.
PHOTO: PARKER GALLOWAY 
U.S. Senate candidate Chris McDaniel speaks at a town hall in Oxford on Thursday. 
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Orientation leader Harrison McKinnis leads incoming freshmen to the Grove for a group discussion.




The crew is part of a close-
knit landscaping department 
that has just 33 employees: 
25 in the field and eight on 
the administrative team. 
Together they manage 1,000 
acres, consisting of a campus 
regularly recognized as one of 
the nation’s most beautiful, the 
Ole Miss Golf Course and the 
University-Oxford Airport.
The crew is short-staffed, 
supervisors say, considering the 
amount of acreage, shrubs and 
turf it’s responsible for.
And for seven weekends in 
the fall, as the campus prepares 
to host tens of thousands 
of SEC football fans, the 
landscaping department is put 
into overdrive.
“On home game weekends, 
we suspend all of our normal 
activities, and everything is 
put into game day set up,” 
landscape superintendent 
Denise Hill said.
Hill, who runs the depart-
ment’s day-to-day operations, 
was hired in 2000 to operate 
a weed eater. Now, she is sec-
ond in command. She speaks 
of “trying to make the campus 
more friendly,” and she does 
so often, in between short 
bursts of laughter. She has 
that affectionate disposition 
that young employees yearn 
for in a superior.
She rose in the ranks under 
director Jeff McManus, who 
was recruited to campus to 
transform the department a 
few months after Hill arrived. 
McManus, who had previously 
worked at five-star resorts 
in Miami and Orlando, was 
recruited by former Chancellor 
Robert Khayat to “turn Ole 
Miss into a five-star campus … 
with only a one-star budget,” 
McManus said.
Instead of cleaning house, 
McManus focused on working 
with existing employees and 
helping them develop.
“They just needed a fertile 
environment to grow,” 
McManus says. “We didn’t 
go out and hire five-star 
employees. We took what we 
had and cultivated them.”
McManus emphasized 
working “smarter, not 
harder.” Everything the crews 
do is calculated, from laying 
pine straw under the Grove 
picnic tables to save time 
mowing to requesting that 
signs and telephone posts 
be positioned in flower beds 
to minimize the manpower 
spent tending to them.
But preparing campus and 
the Grove to host visitors isn’t 
just a football endeavor — it’s 
the university’s main canvas for 
recruiting, as well.
PHOTOS: CHRISTIAN JOHNSON
The Ole Miss Special Olympics flag football team holds its first practice of the season. Special Olympics flag football is a new club 
sport that was formed just two years ago to bring together individuals with special needs by being active and playing sports. The 
Special Olympics flag football team will have its first official game on Sept. 27 and will play basketball, beginning in the spring.
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The crew is part of a close-
knit landscaping department 
that has just 33 employees: 
25 in the field and eight on 
the administrative team. 
Together they manage 1,000 
acres, consisting of a campus 
regularly recognized as one of 
the nation’s most beautiful, the 
Ole Miss Golf Course and the 
University-Oxford Airport.
The crew is short-staffed, 
supervisors say, considering the 
amount of acreage, shrubs and 
turf it’s responsible for.
And for seven weekends in 
the fall, as the campus prepares 
to host tens of thousands 
of SEC football fans, the 
landscaping department is put 
into overdrive.
“On home game weekends, 
we suspend all of our normal 
activities, and everything is 
put into game day set up,” 
landscape superintendent 
Denise Hill said.
Hill, who runs the depart-
ment’s day-to-day operations, 
was hired in 2000 to operate 
a weed eater. Now, she is sec-
ond in command. She speaks 
of “trying to make the campus 
more friendly,” and she does 
so often, in between short 
bursts of laughter. She has 
that affectionate disposition 
that young employees yearn 
for in a superior.
She rose in the ranks under 
director Jeff McManus, who 
was recruited to campus to 
transform the department a 
few months after Hill arrived. 
McManus, who had previously 
worked at five-star resorts 
in Miami and Orlando, was 
recruited by former Chancellor 
Robert Khayat to “turn Ole 
Miss into a five-star campus … 
with only a one-star budget,” 
McManus said.
Instead of cleaning house, 
McManus focused on working 
with existing employees and 
helping them develop.
“They just needed a fertile 
environment to grow,” 
McManus says. “We didn’t 
go out and hire five-star 
employees. We took what we 
had and cultivated them.”
McManus emphasized 
working “smarter, not 
harder.” Everything the crews 
do is calculated, from laying 
pine straw under the Grove 
picnic tables to save time 
mowing to requesting that 
signs and telephone posts 
be positioned in flower beds 
to minimize the manpower 
spent tending to them.
But preparing campus and 
the Grove to host visitors isn’t 
just a football endeavor — it’s 
the university’s main canvas for 
recruiting, as well.
“Sixty-two percent of 
prospective students decide in 
the first few minutes if they’re 
coming to campus, based 
on appearance … we’re not 
really cutting grass — we’re 
recruiting,” McManus said.
He has emphatically described 
his crew’s game day preparation 
as art, and while Hill agreed, she 
said it’s more like “sand art,” 
as it’s scaled to perfection each 
Friday and blown away by tides 
of fans on Saturday.
On the ground, it’s still dark, 
and the crew’s mood is playful. 
These guys are friends — arms 
wrapped around each other, 
laughing and teasing as they 
restore the Grove’s splendor 
and prepare the grounds to host 
tens of thousands.
Standing at the corner of 
University Avenue and All 
American Drive is landscaping 
supervisor Sam Johnson. 
Johnson is the game day 
morning gatekeeper, and from 
3 a.m. until roughly 9 a.m., his 
word is sacrosanct. He ushers 
in the equipment vehicles and 
turns away diligent students 
looking to hit the books early 
on a Friday morning — only to 
preserve their safety, of course.
“To me, it’s more than a job,” 
Johnson said.
Johnson predates both Hill 
and McManus, having served 
in the landscape department 
for over 22 years. He’s also 
a lifelong Oxonian and a 
faithful adherent to McManus’ 
leadership strategy, employing 
it in his own team. Despite 
serving as supervisor, Johnson 
doesn’t hesitate to slip on 
gloves and weed eat, hedge or 
mow with his team.
“We don’t have to 
micromanage people because 
we have faith (in) and trust in 
our employees,” Johnson said.
Two hundred yards down 
from Johnson’s watchful post 
is where the magic happens. 
There lie the vaunted Grove 
trash cans, known around 
the department as Dixie Cups 
because they’re red and blue 
and they stack. Setting up these 
cans — all 2,353 of them — 
consumes most of the staff’s 
manpower.
From 3 a.m. onward, it’s all 
hands on deck. The entire field 
staff of 25 is dispersed around 
campus — collecting trash, 
fertilizing flower beds and 
disseminating the Dixie Cups.
The process of spreading the 
Dixie Cups about campus is 
compelling. They are stacked 
10-12 high in the back of an 
oversized tractor trailer before 
staff topple them over into 
smaller trailers to be broken 
down and placed in their 
weekend home.
Talking while he participated 
in this brutish yet charming 
process, self-proclaimed “All-
Star” Neil McIntosh cannot 
help but smile.
Under his dark blue 
sunglasses sit a pair of eyes 
that have seen everything on 
campus, from possums and 
raccoons to a student asleep in 
the nook of a tree. McIntosh is 
the longest tenured member 
of staff, having worked in the 
department for 31 years.
Everybody seems to have a 
story about McIntosh. When 
his name is mentioned, all 
the staff members light up, 
beaming with admiration for 
their colleague.
As McIntosh began his 31st 
home football season, toiling 
away at a process that’s as 
familiar as combing his hair 
or trimming his patchy black-
and-white beard, sanitation 
supervisor Steve Boatright 
bellowed from afar, “You’re 
outworking all these young 
guys, Neil!”
McIntosh was unaffected. 
It’s just how he is.
As dawn waned and there 
were but a few trash cans left 
to be set, the finished product 
came into view.
Examining the collective 
masterpiece, senior 
groundskeeper Kenny Walls 
stood silently away from 
the rest of his staff. Walls 
is a burly man with faded 
tattoos lining his forearms 
and a firm handshake to 
accompany them. For most of 
the morning Walls was elusive, 
commandeering the trailers 
behind his John Deere and 
assisting where he was needed. 
But when the work was nearly 
finished, he opened up.
“When I first started here, 
I wouldn’t have talked to (a 
reporter). Jeff, through his 
leader-to-leader meetings, has 
helped me out a whole lot,” 
Walls said.
Walls embodies the vision 
McManus laid out 18 years ago, 
when he, too, started with the 
grounds team. He has bought 
in earnestly and, as a result, 
has seen his life and work 
transformed in the process.
“These guys are like family to 
me. I’m with them more than I 
am with my own,” Walls said. “I 
wouldn’t change it for nothing 
in the world.”
LANDSCAPE
continued from page 1
PHOTO: HALEIGH MCNABB
The Ole Miss landscaping staff prepares the greenery of the Grove for game day each Friday morning ahead of home games in the fall. 
Tenured member of the Ole Miss landscaping staff Neil McIntosh prepares for a 
project on campus in 2017. 
“We didn’t 
go out and 
hire five-star 
employees. 
We took what 
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If you’re a Netflix user, you know the struggle of finding a good movie to watch. The service is flooded with hundreds of Netflix 
originals and other uninspiring films that aren’t worth your time. With only a short blurb and thumbnail to grab your attention, it 
can be tough to filter the good from the bad. I can recall many times in which I searched for the right film for too long, only to give 
up and end up reluctantly watching an episode of “The Office” or “Parks and Recreation” again. In this new series, every couple 
weeks, I will explore the movies available on Netflix with interesting synopses — things that would interest a viewer — and offer a 
more accurate depiction of the films. I’ll tell you what to watch and what to avoid so that you don’t have to waste your time or end 
up watching the same old show.
ANDREW OSMAN
THEDMFEATURES@GMAIL.COM
“Hush,” a 2016 thriller directed by Mike Flanagan, has a 
simple yet engaging plot. The summary, which reads, “A 
deaf writer who retreated into the woods to live a solitary 
life must fight for her life in silence when a masked killer 
appears in her window,” was convincing enough to draw 
me in. The movie introduces us to a deaf author named 
Maddie (Kate Siegel) who lives in isolation, with only a 
cat to keep her company. A violent masked intruder (John 
Gallagher Jr.) stumbles upon Maddie’s home after chasing 
down and slaying her neighbor. The killer quickly realizes 
that Maddie cannot hear and takes advantage of that fact.
The film follows a cat-and-mouse chase in and around the 
house, mixing fast action scenes and slow, suspenseful 
ones. I particularly enjoyed how the audio would fade 
in and out occasionally, giving viewers a more accurate 
depiction of what Maddie experiences.
Additionally, I appreciate that the story felt like something 
that could actually happen, in contrast to paranormal films. 
This makes the film more thrilling. Because the film is 
relatively short, at 80 minutes, and is engaging throughout, 
there was not a dull moment in the movie. I would highly 
suggest this film to someone who wants a quick thriller they 
haven’t seen before.
The overview for “The After Party” mentions an upcoming rapper 
going viral for all the wrong reasons and a wild New York City after 
party, so I figured I’d give it a shot. I wish I hadn’t.
The movie features Owen (Kyle Harvey), a senior in high school 
and wannabe rapper who goes by the name “Oh!,” and his friend 
and manager Jeff (Harrison Holzer). Harvey, who is better known by 
his first name, Kyle, is a rapper who burst onto the scene after his 
hit collaboration “iSpy,” featuring Lil Yachty. After an embarrassing 
video of Owen surfaces on the internet, he decides that his rap 
dreams are over. He decides to enlist in the Marine Corps that 
Friday, but Jeff promises to secure him a record deal by then. Most 
of the story depicts Jeff struggling to get Owen to meet with the 
president of a large record label, because Owen is more interested 
in hooking up with Jeff’s sister. I couldn’t immerse myself in Owen’s 
dream because he didn’t show interest in it himself. The movie lacks 
a true plot and relies more on its guest stars and corny jokes that 
were so forced at times that they were cringeworthy. However, I 
did enjoy some parts of the movie. It featured high-profile hip-hop 
figures such as Wiz Khalifa, French Montana, Desiigner, DMX and 
Ski Mask the Slump God, among others. I also enjoyed the scenes 
in which Owen rapped and wished there had been more. The idea 
behind the movie was a good one, but in execution, it left much to 
be desired.
Watch: “Hush” Avoid: “The After Party”
WEEKEND NETFLIX GUIDE:
‘HUSH’ AND ‘THE AFTER PARTY’
-
ASSISTANT EDITORS FOR 
THE 2018-2019 STAFF
POSITIONS AVAILABLE IN:NOW HIRING
ASSISTANT ARTS 
AND CULTURE
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Bridge Properties is a local, family owned 
business meeting all your Residential and  
Commercial Leasing needs since 1975.




EXCITING NEW PROJECTS COMING IN THE 2019-2020 TERM 
All properties are within walking  
distance of  The Square & University.
Go
REBS!
UM alumna exhibits solo work at Southside for first time
Southside Gallery is 
currently showing “Messy,” 
a body of work by Ole Miss 
alumna Ansley Givhan, for its 
September exhibition. Givhan 
graduated from the university 
in 2016 with a bachelor’s 
degree and works now as a 
studio artist in New Orleans.
“I came to Ole Miss not 
knowing I was going to be 
a painter or major in art,” 
Givhan said. “I had some 
really influential professors 
who pushed me, and the 
Ole Miss art school was a 
very small and nurturing 
environment.”
She is most visually 
inspired right now by artists 
such as Paul Klee, William 
Baziotes, Henri Matisse and 
Arshile Gorky. One of her 
pieces, an oil painting of 
shades of blue on canvas, is 
titled “Homage to Matisse 
and Klee.”
“Abstraction is sort of 
difficult for a lot of people 
to understand,” Givhan 
said. “I’ve mixed a lot of 
representational (painting) 
and imagery in with my 
abstract, including scenes 
from my studio and my 
materials, so I hope that some 
connection to … real life is 
seen through the show. I want 
people to be able to connect to 
the work and see things in it 
that I would not see.”
The show is a mix of oil 
paintings on canvas and 
mixed media works on paper.
In her artist statement for 
the gallery, Givhan explained 
that “Messy” is about the 
process and that the works 
reflect “a thriving creative 
environment.”
“This body of work is about 
process — where the true 
struggle of image-making 
exists,” Givhan said in her 
artist statement. “Formed in 
the liminal space that lingers 
between the beginning and 
end of a painting, these works 
are a byproduct of my mess.”
Givhan worked at Southside 
Gallery shortly after her 
graduation in 2016. The 
gallery exhibited some of her 
work then, as well.
“Everyone was excited 
about it and came to see 
it,” director of Southside 
Gallery Wil Cook said. “This 
is Ansley’s first solo show 
here. When she exhibited 
here before, it was in group 
exhibitions.”
With a style and 
abstractions that are 
more common in large, 
contemporary art hubs, 
Givhan said her artwork is 
not as often seen in Oxford. 
By exhibiting her work at 
Southside, though, Givhan 
said she hopes she can 
bring this type of art to the 
community’s audience.
This week falls before the 
Alabama game, and Givhan 
said she expects the town 
to be crowded with people 
looking for entertainment 
throughout the weekend.
“I’m happy to be 
introducing more modern 
contemporary art to people 
in the South and people that 
may not be exposed to this 
kind of art very often,” Givhan 
said. “With people coming 
in (for) the game — (Oxford) 
attracts a different crowd than 
a big contemporary art center 
(does). So I’m really happy to 
reach a different audience.”
The show will run until 
Oct. 6. This weekend, the 
gallery is open Friday and 
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. and Sunday from 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Southside Gallery’s 
usual hours are from 10 a.m. 




PHOTO: PARKER GALLOWAY 
Southside Gallery displays an art exhibit of Ansley Givhan’s paintings on Wednesday. The show will be on 
display until Oct. 6.





Complete the grid so 
that every row, column 
and 3x3 box contains the 
numbers 1 through 9 with 
no repeats.
DIFFICULTY LEVEL
Domino’s Piece of the Pie Rewards™ is open only 
to US residents 13+ with a Pizza Profile™ account 
who order online from participating Domino’s® 
locations. Point redemption only valid online at 
participating locations. *Limit: one order of $10 or 
more (excludes gratuities) per calendar day can 
earn points. For complete details visit dominos.com/
rewards. Any delivery charge is not a tip paid to 
driver. Drivers carry less than $20. ©2017 Domino’s 
IP Holder LLC. Domino’s®, Domino’s Pizza® and the 
modular logo are registered trademarks of Domino’s 
IP Holder LLC.
Join Domino’s Piece of the Pie Rewards™ 
Loyalty Program and Earn a FREE PIZZA For 
Each Six $10 or More Qualifying Online Orders.
39614
CROSSWORD PUZZLE BROUGHT TO YOU BY DOMINO’S
SOLUTION TO 9.13.2018 PUZZLE
ACROSS
  1 Witches
  5 Outmoded
10  Pitch fork-shaped 
letters
14 Egg
15  Related on the 
mother’s side






23  Pertaining to the 
stomach
26 Sewage
27 Jacob’s favorite wife
28 Male goose




34 City on the Rhine
35  Common person of 
ancient Rome







45  Ornamented tobacco 
pipe
46  “Fighting” Big Ten 
team







58 Did a blacksmith’s job
59 Preserve with salt
DOWN
  1 Coal scuttle
  2 Hail, to Caesar
  3 Kind of reaction
  4 Level
  5 Clockwise
  6 Caper
  7 Mai ___
  8 DDE’s bailiwick
  9 Condemn publicly
10 Flat-bladed oar
11 Ladderlike
12 Like some vbs.
13 Have a feeling about
18 Nostrils
22 Shoppe sign word
23 Diving bird
24 Brother of Moses
25 Sparkle
26 Swedish imports





36  Pert. to the sense of 
hearing
38 Z ___ zebra
39 Cop ___
41 Sounds





50 That’s gotta hurt!
51 Terre Haute sch .
52 ___the fields we go...
53 Miss-named?
Crossword puzzle provided by BestCrosswords.com (www.bestcrosswords.com). Used with permission.
CLASSIFIEDS INFORMATION
The DEADLINE to place, correct or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one business day 
in advance. The Daily Mississippian is published Monday through Friday.
Classified ads must be prepaid. All major credit cards accepted. No refunds 
on classified ads once published.
The DM reserves the right to refuse ads that appear to offer unrealistic or 
questionable products or services.
To place your ad in The Daily Mississippian Classifieds section, visit: http://
www.thedmonline.com/classifieds.
CONDO FOR RENT
TURNBERRY CONDO 3 BR, 2 BA, 
Gated/ Pool. W/ D. Internet/ Cable. 
$1250. Avail September. 901-262-
1855 
PART-TIME
PAPA JOHN’S PIZZA Hiring Part-
Time inside help and DELIVERY 
DRIVERS. Apply in person or at Ca-
reerspj.com 
Texas indie band, local artists to play house show Saturday
Touring band Dead Sullivan 
and local bands Iceblink (a.k.a. 
Small Jaw) and Placeholder 
will play from 8 p.m. to 
midnight Saturday night 
at a makeshift venue called 
Freddy’s Basement.
Freddy’s Basement is in a 
house located at 310 Elm St. in 
Oxford and gets its name from 
Freddy Krueger, the villain 
of 1984 film “A Nightmare on 
Elm Street.” Artists perform 
in the basement, and there 
is room outside and in the 
house’s garage for listeners and 
musicians alike to relax.
This Saturday’s headliner is 
Dead Sullivan, a self-described 
bedroom and indie rock band 
from Denton, Texas. The 
band released an album titled 
“Season” this past summer 
and are in the midst of a 
tour throughout the South. 
Opening for Dead Sullivan 
are two bands from Oxford: 
Placeholder and Iceblink, 
a new project from Caleb 
Rushton.
“I’m super excited about 
this weekend because Dead 
Sullivan are super talented 
and the other two bands are 
all my friends,” said Sam Cox, 
who lives at the house and 
helped organize the event. “I’m 
excited to just see how people 
enjoy our space and respect it.”
Cox said Freddy’s is hosting 
these concerts to bring new 
music and entertainment to 
the city while displaying two 
of Oxford’s own local bands. 
He also said that the shows 
are free so that the financial 
pressure on attendees is 
minimal, but donations 
are encouraged to support 
traveling bands.
“Everyone at Freddy’s 
Basement wants to create a 
space where people feel safe, 
feel included, feel like they 
can have fun and, more than 
anything, just a space where 
people can enjoy music that’s 
easily accessible,” Cox said.
Justin Ryan, who also 
lives at Freddy’s and helped 
organize the event, said that 
hosting these shows is a great 
opportunity.
“I’m just super excited to 
continue listening to new 
music and providing an outlet 
for talented artists,” Ryan said. 
“New music. New friends. 
Hosting these shows (is) an 
absolute win-win for me, 
personally, and I just hope 
other people enjoy them as 
much as we do.”
Freddy’s Basement has had 
one concert thus far this year, 
on Aug. 15. Warm Thoughts, a 
musical project of Elliot Babin, 
stopped at Freddy’s Basement 
to play the headlining set while 
on a tour that began in Los 
Angeles.
“The one show previously 
went amazing,” Ryan said. “We 
had a pretty solid turnout. It 
was definitely a fun night.”
Hattiesburg band Some-
daze and Ole Miss student 
Andrew Newman, performing 
under his stage name, Lo 
Noom, also played at that 
show. More than three dozen 
people — a mix of students 
and younger locals — piled 
into Freddy’s Basement to 





Freddy’s Basement prepares for a show this Saturday night. 
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Texas indie band, local artists to play house show Saturday
for talented artists,” Ryan said. 
“New music. New friends. 
Hosting these shows (is) an 
absolute win-win for me, 
personally, and I just hope 
other people enjoy them as 
much as we do.”
Freddy’s Basement has had 
one concert thus far this year, 
on Aug. 15. Warm Thoughts, a 
musical project of Elliot Babin, 
stopped at Freddy’s Basement 
to play the headlining set while 
on a tour that began in Los 
Angeles.
“The one show previously 
went amazing,” Ryan said. “We 
had a pretty solid turnout. It 
was definitely a fun night.”
Hattiesburg band Some-
daze and Ole Miss student 
Andrew Newman, performing 
under his stage name, Lo 
Noom, also played at that 
show. More than three dozen 
people — a mix of students 
and younger locals — piled 
into Freddy’s Basement to 
listen to all the performances 
throughout the night.
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A new competition between 
longtime rivals Ole Miss and 
Mississippi State is kicking off 
this year. Ole Miss announced an 
Esports Egg Bowl between the 
schools that will start on Oct. 13.
Esports is an organized, 
electronic video game 
competition. Teams of 
competitive gamers will get 
together and face each other in 
various games such as League of 
Legends, Call of Duty, Rainbow 
Six Siege and Super Smash 
Bros. Fans can stream these 
events online or watch in person. 
Esports’ popularity is growing 
rapidly worldwide. For the 
2014 League of Legends World 
Championship in Seoul, South 
Korea, there were more than 
40,000 in-person spectators 
and more than 27 million online 
viewers. That is more than the 
viewership of the 2018 College 
Football Playoff National 
Championship game.
Ole Miss officials were 
excited to announce this new 
competition against Mississippi 
State to bring attention to the 
Esports teams. Ole Miss Provost 
and Executive Vice Chancellor 
Noel E. Wilkin shared how Ole 
Miss wants to focus attention 
on not just the traditional sports 
competitions that are played 
in stadiums but also the ones 
played online.
“It is about embracing the 
future, the future of online 
gaming, the future of sports 
and the future of understanding 
how the (internet) brings 
society together, and the real 
beneficiaries are our students,” 
Wilkin said.
Cray Pennison, the Ole Miss 
Esports team captain, said he 
is proud to have brought this 
rivalry event to Ole Miss.
“The angle was a concept I 
pitched to (Mississippi State) 
over the summer, and it was 
more of a dream event we hoped 
to have in the next five years, 
not this upcoming October,” 
Pennison said. “For some 
reason, several people started 
helping out — getting on board 
with this project to have this 
really big event — and it just 
blew up into this really amazing 
event we’re going to have 
planned … I’m really looking 
forward to it.”
The goal is not only to create 
a new competition between 
the schools but also to bring 
attention and support to Esports, 
as a whole. Esports in the U.S. 
are prevalent on the West Coast 
right now, and Pennison said 
bringing Esports to the SEC is 
something that could change the 
game of Esports.
“We want to be the first to not 
only do it here but do it the best,” 
Pennison said. “To show that we 
can compete at the highest level 
of all Esports across the entire 
country and maybe even the 
world.”
The hope is to make this 
a yearly event that switches 
competition sites between 
the schools each year. Team 
members are hoping students 
will be as involved and excited 
about this competition as they 
are about the football games.
“Mississippi State has 
expressed (its) want for (the 
competition) to become an 
annual event just like … the Egg 
Bowl for football,” Mississippi 
State Esports team captain Jason 
DeShong said. “We want this 
to be an every year thing that 
heightens our rivalry and brings 
more attention (to) Esports.”
The Esports club team was 
founded at Ole Miss in January 
2017. The creation of a major 
event like this for a new club is 
a tribute to how quickly Esports 
is growing. Wilkin said Ole Miss 
wanted to show its support for 
the Esports program by helping 
launch this competition.
“We recognized (that) we need 
to embrace excellence across 
lots of different parameters 
and lots of different talents 
across our campus. We want to 
be supportive of our students, 
which is our culture here at the 
university,” Wilkin said. “We 
recognized the momentum they 
had and started to work with 
them to figure out what the next 
step looks like.”
The Esports Egg Bowl will 
take place on Oct. 13 at The 
Pavillion. The event is free of 
charge, and doors will open to 
fans at 10 a.m., with competition 
starting at noon. A more detailed 
schedule will be released soon.
PHOTO: MADELINE CLICK
Two students, one from Ole Miss and one from Mississippi State, organize a new 
online gaming rivalry. The inaugural Esports Egg Bowl will take place on Oct. 13.
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Revisiting the storied past of the Rebels’ rivalry with Bama
Is Nick Saban as good a head coach as the world thinks?
As is the case every single 
season when the Ole Miss Rebels 
are about to face off against the 
Crimson Tide, the traditions, the 
narratives and the hatred are at 
the forefront. As “Bama Hate 
Week” turns into Bama game 
day, we’ve heard everything we 
could have possibly heard about 
the matchup. From nasty sheet 
signs aimed at Nick Saban and 
his family to Tide fans incessantly 
touting the 66-3 scoreline from 
last season over Rebel fans, it 
is quite a week to be a college 
football fan.
Among the madness, there is 
but one sentence that few have 
been brave enough to say: Nick 
Saban is an overrated head coach. 
Stay with me. I am perfectly 
willing to admit that Alabama 
would not have gotten to where 
they are currently without Saban’s 
tremendous recruiting talents 
that resulted in him having a 
dominant football team early in 
his career. What I am not willing 
to say, however, is anything that 
would make it sound like Saban 
is even close to being the greatest 
college football coach to ever live.
In the 2006 season, the 
Crimson Tide went 6-6 in the 
regular season before losing 
to Oklahoma State in the 
Independence Bowl. Because of 
infractions that were investigated 
three years down the road, those 
six wins were vacated, which set 
Alabama’s official record that year 
at an astounding 0-7.
Enter Nick Saban. In his 2007 
debut season at Alabama, he 
finished the regular season at 
6-6 and ended on a bowl-game 
win while achieving the No. 11 
recruiting class in the country. 
This is where things got crazy, 
and they have yet to stop, 11 
years later.
The following season, Saban’s 
Crimson Tide had an undefeated 
regular season followed by an 
SEC Championship loss to 2008 
National Champions Florida 
as well as a loss to Utah in the 
Sugar Bowl. Saban then brought 
in the top recruiting class in the 
nation, taking the Tide to No. 1 
in the rankings for the first time 
since 1980.
Fast forward to today. The 
unprecedented success that 
Alabama saw almost immediately 
upon Saban’s arrival created 
a machine that the rest of the 
nation has yet to figure out how 
to stop. Saban had an incredible 
streak of recruiting that turned a 
mediocre team into a team that, 
for many years now, has required 
very minimal coaching.
Following the arrival of his 
first No. 1 overall recruiting 
class, Saban won his first of 
five national championships 
at Alabama. The machine was 
running. Now, he didn’t even 
need to recruit. Everybody 
wanted to play for the national 
champions. Saban’s early 
recruiting created a system in 
which the best players in the 
nation showed up on the Alabama 
campus, won games and titles, 
got drafted into the NFL and left 
a spot for the next round of the 
nation’s top recruits to take over.
With this in mind, five 
national titles really does not 
seem like enough in an 11-year 
period. Every season in recent 
memory, the Tide has had a 
national championship-or-bust 
mentality. If Saban were as good 
at being a head coach as he is at 
recruiting, Alabama would have 
won the national title on a yearly 
basis. But he isn’t.
I would equate the case of 
Nick Saban to a hypothetical 
scenario in which Bill Belichick 
and the New England Patriots 
are given the first 10 picks in the 
NFL Draft every time they win 
the Super Bowl. Belichick would 
have won the Super Bowl every 
single year if this were the case, 
because he is a better football 
coach, by leaps and bounds.
Nick Saban is the head coach 
of a football team that feeds 
itself top recruits every single 
season and then gets on the 
field requiring very little direc-
tion. Saban has found a way, 
even with these circumstances, 
to not win the national cham-
pionship every season. He is an 
extremely talented recruiter, 
but he is an extremely over-
rated head coach — hence his 
utter failures when attempting 
to coach at the NFL level, where 
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Ole Miss and Alabama will 
meet in Vaught-Hemingway 
Stadium on Saturday for 
the 66th installation of their 
storied rivalry.
The two teams first met 
back in the 19th century — 
once in 1894 and again in 
1899 — and played their 
games in Jackson. They traded 
wins in those ancient match-
ups, and what would ensue for 
the Rebels is less than ideal 
for the Ole Miss faithful.
Alabama leads the all-time 
series versus Ole Miss with a 
staggering 53 wins over the 
Rebels and only 10 losses. 
However, the lopsidedness of the 
series does not detract from its 
importance — both historical and 
current — to each fanbase.
Other than two ties in 1909 
and 1933, Ole Miss managed 
only one victory over the 
Crimson Tide in the span of 23 
games dating from 1900-1967.
In 1964 the Rebels and the 
Crimson Tide met in the Sugar 
Bowl. This meeting marked 
the first and only time in the 
rivalry’s history that the game 
was played outside of Mississippi 
or Alabama. The Tide continued 
its dominant run, winning a close 
12-10 game in New Orleans.
That was before a student by 
the name of Archie Manning 
lined up under center for the 
Rebels.
Manning led the Rebels to a 
10-8 win over the Crimson Tide 
in 1968 — their first win over 
Alabama in more than 55 years. 
In doing so, he cemented his 
reputation as the most legendary 
quarterback in Ole Miss history.
The following year, the first 
prime-time regular season 
college football game aired on 
ABC. The teams on display 
were, of course, Ole Miss and 
Alabama. Alabama would go on 
to win a thrilling 33-32 game in 
which Archie Manning shined, 
throwing for 436 yards and two 
touchdowns and gaining another 
104 yards and three touchdowns 
on the ground.
Ole Miss won the 1970 
matchup in a 28-23 blowout that 
brought Manning’s career record 
against Alabama to 2-1, which is 
still the best winning percentage 
versus Alabama by an Ole Miss 
starting quarterback. A few plays 
here or there and he may have 
ended up 3-0.
The rivalry between Ole 
Miss and Alabama goes far 
beyond just these two programs, 
however. It’s bigger than the two 
schools. It’s a full-on, state-on-
state competition.
The Alabama-Mississippi 
All-Star game was introduced 
in 1988. It features the best 
football players from each state 
every year to showcase the talent 
that Alabama and Mississippi 
produce on the gridiron. The 
rivalry between the states is 
ingrained in the minds of these 
young men before they even step 
foot on a college campus.
Often, the players in the 
All-Star game wind up playing 
for either Ole Miss or Alabama, 
and in turn, this intensifies the 
play on the field. The 2018 Ole 
Miss roster has 46 players that 
are either from Mississippi or 
Alabama, and Alabama has 43 
players from the two states. The 
players know each other. They 
played with and against each 
other in high school, which takes 
this rivalry to a personal level.
Ole Miss has had more success 
over Alabama in recent years. 
Since 2000, Ole Miss has beaten 
Alabama four times, including 
back-to-back wins in 2014 and 
2015, which has injected new life 
into the rivalry.
Alabama head coach Nick 
Saban knows he can’t take 
the Rebels lightly anymore, 
especially with their high-flying 
offense. Ole Miss has won two 
of its last four meetings with 
Alabama, scoring 43 in back-
to-back years during that span. 
Saban shored up his defensive 
problems in 2017, but this year’s 
Rebel offense, led by Jordan 
Ta’amu and the N.W.O., is like 
nothing Saban has seen before.
Alabama may hold a 
significant lead over Ole Miss in 
the all-time series. Alabama may 
boast 17 national championships 
to Ole Miss’ three. Alabama 
may win again on Saturday. 
Regardless, this rivalry is alive 
and well, and it has a promising 
future going forward.
PHOTO COURTESY: THE OLE MISS YEARBOOK
Archie Manning plays for Ole Miss in 1969. 
Alabama head coach Nick Saban claps as he enters Vaught-Hemmingway Stadium for the 2016 game against Ole Miss.
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alex@bridgepropertiesofoxford.com
662.234.3208
Four individual estate lots in the heart of  Ole Miss and Oxford offered for sale
Located just across W Jackson Ave. 
from Sorority Row
Conveniently located to:
The Grove – .35 miles
The Square – .89 miles
Airport – 1.1 miles
Vaught Hemingway Stadium – 
.85 miles
307 Washington Ave. Ext.
Offered at $425,000
309 Washington Ave. Ext. 
Offered at $425,000
311 Washington Ave. Ext.
Offered at $425,000
313 Washington Ave. Ext.
Offered at $425,000
Once In A Lifetime Offering
29479
Crimson Tide to arrive in Oxford as daunting favorites
The three meetings between 
Alabama and Ole Miss in 2014, 
2015 and 2016 were thrilling 
games from start to finish. These 
matchups gave us Senquez 
Golson’s interception, Quincy 
Adeboyejo’s deflected touchdown 
reception and the Tide’s massive 
second-half comeback. Nick 
Saban’s side proved just how 
good the teams he coaches are 
with the 66-3 trouncing that Ole 
Miss received in Tuscaloosa in 
2017. The Tide returns to Oxford 
as the No. 1 ranked team. This 
year’s edition should be more of 
a shootout than any of the recent 
installments have been.
Something that seems all-
too-common during Saban’s 
tenure is the high-profile 
quarterback competition that 
occurs throughout Alabama’s 
camps that, this year, spilled into 
the season. The experienced and 
highly successful incumbent, 
Jalen Hurts, has given way to 
championship game hero and 
former five-star recruit Tua 
Tagovailoa. Tagovailoa poses a 
different threat than the Rebels 
have faced in Hurts the last two 
seasons. The lefty is a highly 
skilled passer who can attack a 
defense vertically with the help 
of his talented receivers.
Playmakers Jerry Jeudy, 
Jaylen Waddle, Henry Ruggs 
III and Devonta Smith are all 
underclassmen who make up 
a wide receiver group that can 
rival what the N.W.O. does. 
The biggest task for the Ole 
Miss defense will be preventing 
Tagovailoa from escaping the 
pocket and beating them on foot.
The Rebels’ Mohamed 
“Momo” Sanogo and Kevontae’ 
Ruggs will face their first real 
challenge as linebackers. The 
duo has not had much playing 
time together, as both were 
introduced to the starting lineup 
during fall camp. Ruggs has been 
sidelined with a concussion since 
early in the Texas Tech matchup, 
so the in-game chemistry 
between the two could be an 
issue. Crimson Tide offensive 
coordinator Michael Locksley 
will look to exploit the young 
linebackers.
For the Rebels to be 
competitive in this game, the 
offense must score. Against 
Texas Tech and Southern 
Illinois, the offense got off to a 
blazing start. Ole Miss boasts 
the top passing offense in the 
SEC and only trails North Texas, 
nationally. Mixing in Scottie 
Phillips’ fourth-most rushing 
yards in the nation, it is not hard 
to see what identity this team 
boasts. The Rebels will only go 
as far as Phil Longo and Jordan 
Ta’amu can carry them.
The other side of the ball is 
the real problem for Ole Miss. 
After facing a middle-of-the-
road Big 12 team and Southern 
Illinois, a team from the FCS, Ole 
Miss sits sixth from the bottom, 
nationally, in total defense. 
Defensive coordinator Wesley 
McGriff’s players are allowing 
557.5 yards per game.
Even though Tagovailoa is a 
prolific passer, Saban could lean 
on his stable of running backs. 
The Ole Miss defense is allowing 
202.5 yards per game on the 
ground throughout the first two 
weeks. Factor in that statistic 
with the fact that Damien Harris, 
Najee Harris and Josh Jacobs 
are the three best running backs 
the Rebels have seen up to this 
point, and the Tide could keep 
the Ole Miss offense off the field 
by running the ball.
There is no task taller 
than taming the Tide. Many 
teams try, with few managing 
to accomplish the feat. The 
Rebels get their chance to do 
so on national television. The 
game will be contested under 
the lights at 6 p.m. in Vaught-
Hemingway Stadium, which 
should give Ole Miss a huge 
advantage. The SEC Network’s 
morning preview show, SEC 
Nation, will broadcast live 
from the Grove from 9-11 a.m. 
With everyone wanting to see 
Tagovailoa in his first SEC 
game, Ta’amu can have his 
“hello, world” moment. Expect 
a fireworks show full of yards 
and points. This game could 
very well come down to who 




Wide receiver Floyd Allen fights off a Southern Illinois defense during the home opener last Saturday.
